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Gospel   Mk 11:1-10

When Jesus and his disciples drew near to Jerusalem,
to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, 
he sent two of his disciples and said to them, 
“Go into the village opposite you,
and immediately on entering it, 
you will find a colt tethered on which no one has ever sat.
Untie it and bring it here.
If anyone should say to you,
‘Why are you doing this?’ reply,
‘The Master has need of it
and will send it back here at once.’”
So they went off 
and found a colt tethered at a gate outside on the street, 
and they untied it.
Some of the bystanders said to them, 
“What are you doing, untying the colt?”
They answered them just as Jesus had told them to, 
and they permitted them to do it.
So they brought the colt to Jesus
and put their cloaks over it.
And he sat on it.
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others spread leafy branches 
that they had cut from the fields.
Those preceding him as well as those following kept crying out:
    “Hosanna!
        Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
        Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come!
    Hosanna in the highest!”
Homily
Who Are You in the Crowd.
The imagery of this gospel reading, since I was a little kid, had such strong visuals with it. It was so joyous. You can almost smell the smells and hear the sounds of the frantic crowd who just want to get a glimpse of Jesus. And they're shouting and cheering as if some big celebrity has come to town. But it's always puzzled me because in five days some of those very same people are going to be shouting, “Crucify him, crucify him.” And I think to myself, well, how does this happen? You have this crowd of people who are cheering Jesus, yet many of them – I think maybe most of them – five days later say, “Crucify him. Crucify him.” How does that happen? 
Well, I think there's two kinds of people in this crowd. There are two kinds of people. There are those who are cheering because they're emotionally motivated. It's more of a shallow sentiment, and they have these certain expectations of Jesus as their liberator from the Romans, like a military leader would do. And the other kind of people, they have – while an incomplete – a better understanding of who Jesus is. And their cheering is really more authentic. So that begs the question, who am I? Which one of these two types of people in the crowd am I; the first kind, who joins in the cheering because it suits my mood at the time, or the other ones, the second kind, who see Christ, they see his message and they desire to be a part of it. They have some kind of a hope that the others don't understand. The first group, when their expectations of who Jesus is isn't met, they become very angry at him because Christ let them down. He's not going to save them from the Romans. I think that so many people who turn away from God, who turn away from the Church are upset because God did not meet their expectations. God didn't protect them. The church didn't protect them. So what good are they? 
God created the sun, and the sun shines on everyone, the just as well as the unjust. And at the beginning of the day, the sun doesn't ask, “On whom shall I shed my warmth?” It just shines. And God created the rain. And the rain doesn't ask, “Whose fields should I nourish with water, or flood. The rain falls on the fields of the just as well as the unjust. And that night, when the sun goes to bed and darkness falls, the nighttime doesn't ask, “Who deserves to dwell in darkness and cold tonight?” The darkness and the cold fall on everybody. 
There are two kinds of people. Those who curse the darkness, maybe even blame God for the darkness and those who choose to be a light in the darkness. We all, of course, want to be that second kind of person in the crowd. I don't want to be the one shouting, “Crucify him. Crucify him.” But you know what? Every single time I sin, that's exactly what I'm doing. Every time I sin, I'm saying, “Crucify him. Crucify him.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]So during this Holy Week, let's understand the reality, the truth of who Jesus is. It's not defined by our expectations of who or what we think Jesus should be. What Jesus has to offer is far more, infinitely more in truth and goodness and beauty than our highest expectations of him could be. This Friday coming up is a dark day. Saturday, a dark day. And I can be the one who shouts, “Crucify him. Crucify him.” Or I can keep my eyes focused on the truth of who Jesus is. What Jesus is. And that truth will be revealed on Easter Sunday, when, through his resurrection, the doors of heaven are open to all. And I just have to decide, is that a door I'm willing to walk through despite the cross that comes with it? Which kind of person in the crowd do I want to be?
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