Homily 24 December 2023 – 4th Sunday Advent Year B: 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16. Rom 16:25-27. Lk 1:26-38
Deacon Jonathan Eckrich
Sioux Falls, SD

Gospel   Lk 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you."But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?" And the angel said to her in reply, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God." Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.
Homily
A Golden Platter
This gospel reading from Luke is what we call the Annunciation. This was when God sent his messenger to Mary to acquire permission to send the Holy Spirit to miraculously conceive His son in her womb. We know what she said. She said, “yes.” Next to the death and resurrection of Jesus himself, this is the most important event in all of the world's history. It's because of Mary's choice that the whole human race even has access to heaven. This “yes” of Mary is what the church refers to as her fiat. Fiat comes from the Latin word that means let it be done. And this is really an important point because Mary didn't actually say yes, but she said something that has much more humility, much more submission to God's will. She said, “I am the handmaid of the Lord, be it done unto me according to his word.” If she had said just yes, it would have been like, “Sure, I can bear your son. I can handle that.” But then when real trouble hits like – oh, I don't know – fleeing to Egypt in the night, she could say, “I said ‘yes’ to having your son, but I didn't sign up for a life like this.” But when she says, “May it be done according to your word,” she's surrendering totally to the will of God, surrendering on his terms, not on hers. No conditions, no bargaining with God, no self-serving expectations, just a plain and simple let it be done. Even if I don't understand what it is, let it be done. 
Mary gave us Jesus by consenting to be his mother. And then Jesus gave us Mary, when from the cross, he said to St. John, “Behold your mother.” So, when we pray to Mary, we're praying to Jesus through Mary. Let me explain. I think this comes from St. Louis de Montfort, in “True Devotion.” He says praying to Mary is like this:
 A king is having an event, and so all these people are bringing him gifts. They're bringing him royal gifts. I mean, purple fabric with gold thread and magnificent jewelry with gems, and all these things come from other royal people, very fabulous gifts befitting a king. And then there's a man in the kingdom who grows apples. That's all he's got. And he wants to give the king an apple, as that's all he has. And so he goes to the king's court and he sees all these magnificent gifts, and he's worried, like an apple is somehow so much less than these other gifts. And the king's mother, the queen mother, sees this. She says, give me the apple. Give it to me. I'll give it to my son, the king. So she takes the apple and she puts it on this magnificent golden platter. And she presents the apple to the king. Same apple, but presented in a way commensurate with his stature, this royalty, the king. 
That's what our prayers are. When we pray to Jesus through Mary, she's taking our prayers, however lowly we think they are, and she's presenting them to her son on a golden platter. 
There is an author. When I was preparing this homily, I stumbled upon his writing. A lot of you will know his name, Peter Kreeft. He's a professor of philosophy at Boston College. Big author, speaker, catholic apologist. And he has this poem that really beautifully explains this relationship between Mary and Jesus. It's kind of long, so I'm only going to do half of it. 
Body of Christ from Mary's body. Blood of Christ, from Mary's blood. 
Jesus the bread. Mary, the yeast. Mary, the kitchen. Jesus, the feast. 
Mary, the soil. Jesus, the vine. Mary, the winemaker. Jesus, the wine. 
Jesus, the tree of life. Mary, the sod. Mary, our god-bearer. Jesus, our God. 
Mary, the paper. Jesus, the word. Mary, the nest. Jesus, the bird. 
Mary and Jesus, our riches untold. Mary, the gold mine. Jesus the gold. 
So, keeping in mind this relationship between Jesus and his mother, let's pray together to Jesus through the intercession of Mary. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
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